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All Options

CERTIFICATE AMENDMENT

(To be attached to certificates issued to employees)

Group Policy No.: G-00440680-FC

Issued to: SPARROW & KENNEDY TRACTOR COMPANY INC.

Amendment Effective: April 1, 2018

"In conformity with the 2018 amendment to 29 C.F.R. Sec. 2560.503-1, the
Statement of ERISA Rights pertaining to the following coverage is hereby
amended and replaced with the attached amendment:

1. Any disability insurance coverage, including long term disability
and short term disability; and

2. Any waiver of premium provision which waives premiums due a
participants disability, including all life insurance coverage with
such a provision.

All terms and conditions of your certificate not specifically changed herein
remain in full force and effect."

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America

Raymond Marra, Senior Vice President, Group and Worksite Markets

CGP-A-1 B532.0064
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STATEMENT OF ERISA RIGHTS

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
7 Hanover Square

New York, New York 10004
(212) 598-8000

Your group term life insurance benefits may be covered by the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA). If so, you are entitled to
certain rights and protections under ERISA.

ERISA provides that all plan participants shall be entitled to:

Receive Information
about Your Plan and

Benefits

Examine, without charge, at the plan administrator’s office and at other
specified locations, such as worksites and union halls, all documents
governing the plan, including insurance contracts and collective
bargaining agreements, and a copy of the latest annual report (Form
5500 Series) filed by the plan with the U. S. Department of Labor and
available at the Public Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration.

Obtain, upon written request to the plan administrator, copies of
documents governing the operation of the plan, including insurance
contracts, collective bargaining agreements and copies of the latest
annual report (Form 5500 Series) and updated summary plan
description. The administrator may make a reasonable charge for the
copies.

Receive a summary of the plan’s annual financial report. The plan
administrator is required by law to furnish each participant with a copy
of this summary annual report.

Prudent Actions by
Plan Fiduciaries

In addition to creating rights for plan participants, ERISA imposes duties upon
the people who are responsible for the operation of the employee benefit
plan. The people who operate the plan, called "fiduciaries" of the plan, have
a duty to do so prudently and in the interest of plan participants and
beneficiaries. No one, including your employer, your union, or any other
person may fire you or otherwise discriminate against you in any way to
prevent you from obtaining a welfare benefit or exercising your rights under
ERISA.

Enforcement of
Your Rights

If your claim for a welfare benefit is denied or ignored, in whole or in part,
you have a right to know why this was done, to obtain copies of documents
relating to the decision without charge, and to appeal any denial, all within
certain time schedules (see Claims Procedures below).
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Under ERISA, there are steps you can take to enforce the above rights. For
instance, if you request a copy of plan documents or the latest annual report
from the plan and do not receive them within 30 days, you may file suit in a
state or Federal court. In such a case, the court may require the plan
administrator to provide the materials and pay you up to $110.00 a day until
you receive the material, unless the materials were not sent because of
reasons beyond the control of the administrator. If you have a claim for
benefits which is denied or ignored, in whole or in part, you may file suit in a
federal court. If it should happen that plan fiduciaries misuse the plan’s
money or if you are discriminated against for asserting your rights, you may
seek assistance from the U.S. Department of Labor, or you may file suit in a
Federal court. The court will decide who should pay court costs and legal
fees. If you are successful, the court may order the person you sued to pay
these costs and fees. If you lose, the court may order you to pay these costs
and fees, for example, if it finds that your claim is frivolous.

Assistance with
Questions

If you have questions about the plan, you should contact the plan
administrator. If you have questions about this statement or about your rights
under ERISA, or if you need assistance in obtaining documents from the plan
administrator, you should contact the nearest office of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration, U.S. Department of Labor listed in your telephone
directory or the Employee Benefits Security Administration, U.S. Department
of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue N.W., Washington D.C. 20210. You may
also obtain certain publications about your rights and responsibilities under
ERISA by calling the publications hotline of the Employee Benefits Security
Administration.

Life Insurance
Claims Procedure

If you seek benefits under the plan you should complete, execute and submit
a claim form. Claim forms and instructions for filing claims may be obtained
from the Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (hereinafter
referenced as Guardian.)

Guardian is the Claims Fiduciary with discretionary authority to interpret and
construe the terms of the Policy, the Certificate, the Schedule of Benefits,
and any riders, or other documents or forms that may be attached to the
Certificate or the Policy, and any other plan documents. Guardian has
discretionary authority to determine eligibility for benefits and coverage under
those documents. Guardian has the right to secure independent professional
healthcare advice and to require such other evidence as needed to decide
your claim.

In addition to the basic claim procedure explained in your certificate,
Guardian will also observe the procedures listed below. These procedures
are the minimum requirements for benefit claims procedures of employee
benefit plans covered by Title 1 of ERISA.

Definitions "Adverse determination" means any denial, reduction or termination of a
benefit or failure to provide or make payment (in whole or in part) for a
benefit.

Timing for Initial
Benefit

Determination of
Life Insurance

Claims

The benefit determination period begins when a claim is received. Guardian
will make a benefit determination and notify a claimant within a reasonable
period of time, but not later than the maximum time period shown below. A
written or electronic notification of any adverse benefit determination must be
provided.
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Guardian will provide a benefit determination not later than 90 days from the
date of receipt of a claim. This period may be extended by up to 90 days if
Guardian determines that an extension is necessary due to special
circumstances, and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
90-day period. Such notification will include the reason for the special
circumstances requiring the extension and a date by which the determination
l is expected to be made.

A notification of an extension to the time period in which a benefit
determination will be made will include an explanation of the standards upon
which entitlement to a benefit is based, any unresolved issues that prevent a
decision of the claim, and the additional information needed to resolve those
issues.

Adverse Benefit
Determination of

Life Insurance
Claims

If a claim is denied, Guardian will provide notice that will set forth:

The specific reason(s) for the adverse determination;

References to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan or
other documents, on which the determination is based;

A description of any additional material or information needed to
perfect the claim, and an explanation of why such material or
information is necessary;

A description of the plan’s claim review procedures which a claimant
may follow to have a claim for benefits reviewed and the time limits
applicable to such procedures; and

A description of the plan’s review procedures and the time limits
applicable to such procedures, including a statement of the claimant’s
right to bring a civil action under ERISA Section 502(a) following an
adverse benefit determination.

B997.0364
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Appeals of Adverse
Determinations of

Life Insurance
Claims

If a claim is wholly or partially denied, you will have up to 60 days to make
an appeal. Guardian will conduct a full and fair review of an appeal which
includes providing to claimants the following:

The opportunity to submit written comments, documents, records and
other information relating to the claim;

The opportunity, upon request and free of charge, for reasonable
access to, and copies of, all documents, records and other information
relevant to the claim; and

A review that takes into account all comments, documents, records
and other information submitted by the claimant relating to the claim,
without regard to whether such information was submitted or
considered in the initial benefit determination.
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Guardian will notify the claimant of its decision not later than 60 days after
receipt of the request for review of the adverse determination. This period
may be extended by an additional period of up to 60 days if Guardian
determines that special circumstances require an extension of the time
period for processing and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
60-day period.

A notification with respect to an extension will indicate the special
circumstances requiring an extension of the time period for review, and the
date by which the final determination will be made.

In the event Guardian denies the appeal of an adverse benefit determination,
it will:

Provide the specific reason or reasons why the appeal was denied;

Refer to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan, or other
documents on which the benefit determination is based;

Provide a statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon
request and free of charge, reasonably access to, and copies of all
documents, records, and other information relevant to the claimant’s
claim for benefits; and

Provide a statement describing any voluntary appeal procedures
offered by the Plan, the claimant’s right to obtain information about
such procedures, and a statement that the claimant’s right to bring an
action under ERISA section 502(a).

Waiver of Premium If you apply for an extension of life insurance benefits due to Total Disability
under the Waiver of Premium benefit under this plan, these claim procedures
will apply to such request:

Timing For Initial
Benefit

Determination for
Waiver of Premium

The benefit determination period begins when claim is received. Guardian will
make a benefit determination and notify a claimant within a reasonable period
of time, but not later than the time period shown below. A written or
electronic notification of any adverse determination must be provided.

Guardian will make a determination of whether the claimant meets the plan’s
standard for total disability not later than 45 days from the date of receipt of
a claim. This period may be extended by up to 30 days if Guardian
determines that an extension is necessary due to matters beyond the control
of the plan, and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial 45-day
period. Such notification will include the reason for the extension and a date
by which the determination will be made. If prior to the end of the 30-day
period Guardian determines that an additional extension is necessary due to
matters beyond the control of the plan, and so notifies the claimant, the time
period for making a benefit determination may be extended for up to an
additional period of up to 30 days. Such notification will include the special
circumstances requiring the extension and a date by which the final
determination will be made.

A notification of an extension to the time period in which a benefit
determination will be made will include an explanation of the standards upon
which entitlement to a benefit is based, any unresolved issues that prevent a
decision of the claim, and the additional information needed to resolve those
issues.
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If Guardian extends the time period for making a benefit determination due to
a claimant’s failure to submit the information necessary to decide the claim,
the claimant will be given at least 45 days to provide the requested
information. The extension period will begin on the date on which the
claimant responds to the request for additional information.

Adverse Benefit
Determination

If a claim for an extension of benefits is denied, Guardian will provide a
notice that will set forth:

The specific reason(s) for the adverse determination;

References to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan or
other documents, on which the determination is based;

A description of any additional material or information needed to
perfect the claim, and an explanation of why such material or
information is necessary;

A description of the plan’s claim review procedures which a claimant
may follow to have a claim for benefits reviewed and the time limits
applicable to such procedures;

A description of the plan’s review procedures and the time limits
applicable to such procedures, including a statement of the claimant’s
right to bring a civil action under ERISA Section 502(a) following an
adverse benefit determination; and

In the case of adverse benefit determination based on medical
necessity or experimental treatment, notice will either include an
explanation of the scientific or clinical basis for the determination, or a
statement that such explanation will be provided free of charge upon
request.

B997.0365
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Appeals of Adverse
Determinations for
Waiver of Premium

If a claim for Waiver of Premium is denied, the claimant will have up to 180
days to make an appeal. Guardian will conduct a full and fair review of an
appeal which includes providing to claimants the following:

The opportunity to submit written comments, documents, records and
other information relating to the claim;

The opportunity, upon request and free of charge, for reasonable
access to, and copies of, all documents, records and other information
relevant to the claim; and

A review that takes into account all comments, documents, records
and other information submitted by the claimant relating to the claim,
without regard to whether such information was submitted or
considered in the initial benefit determination.

In reviewing an appeal, Guardian will:

Provide for a review conducted by a named fiduciary who is neither
the person who made the initial adverse determination nor that
person’s subordinate;
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In deciding an appeal based upon a medical judgment, consult with a
health care professional who has appropriate training and experience
in the field of medicine involved in the medical judgment;

Identify medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained in
connection with an adverse benefit determination; and

Ensure that a health care professional engaged for consultation
regarding an appeal based upon a medical judgment shall be neither
the person who was consulted in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, nor that person’s subordinate.

Guardian will notify the claimant of its decision not later than 45 days after
receipt of the request for review of the adverse determination. This period
may be extended by an additional period of up to 45 days if Guardian
determines that special circumstances require an extension of the time
period for processing and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
45-day period.

A notification with respect to an extension will indicate the special
circumstances requiring an extension of the time period for review, and the
date by which the final determination will be made.

In the event Guardian denies the appeal of an adverse benefit determination,
it will:

Provide the specific reason or reasons why the appeal was denied;

Refer to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan, or other
documents on which the benefit determination is based;

Provide a statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon
request and free of charge, reasonably access to, and copies of all
documents, records, and other information relevant to the claimant’s
claim for benefits;

Provide a statement disclosing any internal rule, guideline, protocol or
similar criterion relied on in making the adverse benefit determination
(or a statement that such information will be provided free of charge
upon request); or a statement that no internal rule, guideline, protocol
or similar criterion was relied upon in making the adverse benefit
determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis of disagreement with
or not following the views presented by you, of health care
professionals who treated you, and vocational professionals who
evaluated you;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following the views of any medical or vocational expert whose
advice was obtained on our behalf in connection with the adverse
benefit determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied
upon in making the determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following a disability determination made by the Social Security
Administration that you present to us;
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Provide a statement describing the claimant s right to bring a civil suit
under Section 502(a) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 which shall also describe any applicable contractual limitations
period that applies the claimant’s right to bring such an action,
including the calendar date on which the contractual limitations period
expires for the claim, and;

In the event the adverse benefit determination is based on a medical
necessity or experimental treatment or similar exclusion or limit,
provide either an explanation of the scientific or clinical judgment for
the determination, applying the terms of the plan to the claimant’s
medical circumstances, or a statement that such explanation will be
provided free of charge upon request.

Alternative Dispute
Options

The claimant and the plan may have other voluntary alternative dispute
resolution options, such as mediation. One way to find out what may be
available is to contact the local U.S Department of Labor Office and the
State insurance regulatory agency.

In addition to any legal rights you may have under section 502(a), if you
believe that we have violated ERISA’s procedural requirements, you may
request that we review any claimed violation(s) and we will respond to you
within ten days.

B997.0366
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STATEMENT OF ERISA RIGHTS

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
7 Hanover Square

New York, New York 10004
(212) 598-8000

Your group term accidental death and dismemberment insurance benefits
may be covered by the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974
(ERISA). If so, you are entitled to certain rights and protections under ERISA.

ERISA provides that all plan participants shall be entitled to:

Receive Information
about Your Plan and

Benefits

Examine, without charge, at the plan administrator’s office and at other
specified locations, such as worksites and union halls, all documents
governing the plan, including insurance contracts and collective
bargaining agreements, and a copy of the latest annual report (Form
5500 Series) filed by the plan with the U. S. Department of Labor and
available at the Public Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration.

Obtain, upon written request to the plan administrator, copies of
documents governing the operation of the plan, including insurance
contracts, collective bargaining agreements and copies of the latest
annual report (Form 5500 Series) and updated summary plan
description. The administrator may make a reasonable charge for the
copies.

Receive a summary of the plan’s annual financial report. The plan
administrator is required by law to furnish each participant with a copy
of this summary annual report.

Prudent Actions by
Plan Fiduciaries

In addition to creating rights for plan participants, ERISA imposes duties upon
the people who are responsible for the operation of the employee benefit
plan. The people who operate the plan, called "fiduciaries" of the plan, have
a duty to do so prudently and in the interest of plan participants and
beneficiaries. No one, including your employer, your union, or any other
person may fire you or otherwise discriminate against you in any way to
prevent you from obtaining a welfare benefit or exercising your rights under
ERISA.

Enforcement of
Your Rights

If your claim for a welfare benefit is denied or ignored, in whole or in part,
you have a right to know why this was done, to obtain copies of documents
relating to the decision without charge, and to appeal any denial, all within
certain time schedules (see Claims Procedures below).
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Under ERISA, there are steps you can take to enforce the above rights. For
instance, if you request a copy of plan documents or the latest annual report
from the plan and do not receive them within 30 days, you may file suit in a
state or Federal court. In such a case, the court may require the plan
administrator to provide the materials and pay you up to $110.00 a day until
you receive the material, unless the materials were not sent because of
reasons beyond the control of the administrator. If you have a claim for
benefits which is denied or ignored, in whole or in part, you may file suit in a
federal court. If it should happen that plan fiduciaries misuse the plan’s
money or if you are discriminated against for asserting your rights, you may
seek assistance from the U.S. Department of Labor, or you may file suit in a
Federal court. The court will decide who should pay court costs and legal
fees. If you are successful, the court may order the person you sued to pay
these costs and fees. If you lose, the court may order you to pay these costs
and fees, for example, if it finds that your claim is frivolous.

Assistance with
Questions

If you have questions about the plan, you should contact the plan
administrator. If you have questions about this statement or about your rights
under ERISA, or if you need assistance in obtaining documents from the plan
administrator, you should contact the nearest office of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration, U.S. Department of Labor listed in your telephone
directory or the Employee Benefits Security Administration, U.S. Department
of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue N.W., Washington D.C. 20210. You may
also obtain certain publications about your rights and responsibilities under
ERISA by calling the publications hotline of the Employee Benefits Security
Administration.

Accidental Death
and

Dismemberment
Insurance Claims

Procedure

If you seek benefits under the plan you should complete, execute and submit
a claim form. Claim forms and instructions for filing claims may be obtained
from the Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (hereinafter
referenced as Guardian.)

Guardian is the Claims Fiduciary with discretionary authority to interpret and
construe the terms of the Policy, the Certificate, the Schedule of Benefits,
and any riders, or other documents or forms that may be attached to the
Certificate or the Policy, and any other plan documents. Guardian has
discretionary authority to determine eligibility for benefits and coverage under
those documents. Guardian has the right to secure independent professional
healthcare advice and to require such other evidence as needed to decide
your claim.

In addition to the basic claim procedure explained in your certificate,
Guardian will also observe the procedures listed below. These procedures
are the minimum requirements for benefit claims procedures of employee
benefit plans covered by Title 1 of ERISA.

Definitions "Adverse determination" means any denial, reduction or termination of a
benefit or failure to provide or make payment (in whole or in part) for a
benefit.
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Timing for Initial
Benefit

Determination of
Accidental Death

and
Dismemberment

Insurance Claims

The benefit determination period begins when a claim is received. Guardian
will make a benefit determination and notify a claimant within a reasonable
period of time, but not later than the maximum time period shown below. A
written or electronic notification of any adverse benefit determination must be
provided.

Guardian will provide a benefit determination not later than 90 days from the
date of receipt of a claim. This period may be extended by up to 90 days if
Guardian determines that an extension is necessary due to special
circumstances, and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
90-day period. Such notification will include the reason for the special
circumstances requiring the extension and a date by which the determination
is expected to be made.

A notification of an extension to the time period in which a benefit
determination will be made will include an explanation of the standards upon
which entitlement to a benefit is based, any unresolved issues that prevent a
decision of the claim, and the additional information needed to resolve those
issues.

Adverse Benefit
Determination of
Accidental Death

and
Dismemberment

Insurance Claims

If a claim is denied, Guardian will provide notice that will set forth:

The specific reason(s) for the adverse determination;

References to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan or
other documents, on which the determination is based;

A description of any additional material or information needed to
perfect the claim, and an explanation of why such material or
information is necessary;

A description of the plan’s claim review procedures which a claimant
may follow to have a claim for benefits reviewed and the time limits
applicable to such procedures;

Identification and description of any specific internal rule, guideline or
protocol that was relied upon in making an adverse benefit
determination, or a statement, that a copy of such information will be
provided to the claimant free of charge upon request;

A description of the plan’s review procedures and the time limits
applicable to such procedures, including a statement of the claimant’s
right to bring a civil action under ERISA Section 502(a) following an
adverse benefit determination; and

In the case of adverse benefit determination based on medical
necessity or experimental treatment, notice will either include an
explanation of the scientific or clinical basis for the determination, or a
statement that such explanation will be provided free of charge upon
request.

B997.0367
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Appeals of Adverse
Determinations of
Accidental Death

and
Dismemberment

Insurance Claims

If a claim is wholly or partially denied, you will have up to 60 days to make
an appeal. Guardian will conduct a full and fair review of an appeal which
includes providing to claimants the following:

The opportunity to submit written comments, documents, records and
other information relating to the claim;

The opportunity, upon request and free of charge, for reasonable
access to, and copies of, all documents, records and other information
relevant to the claim; and

A review that takes into account all comments, documents, records
and other information submitted by the claimant relating to the claim,
without regard to whether such information was submitted or
considered in the initial benefit determination.

In reviewing an appeal, Guardian will:

Provide for a review conducted by a named fiduciary who is neither
the person who made the initial adverse determination nor that
person’s subordinate;

In deciding an appeal based upon a medical judgment, consult with a
health care professional who has appropriate training and experience
in the field of medicine involved in the medical judgment;

Identify medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained in
connection with an adverse benefit determination; and

Ensure that a health care professional engaged for consultation
regarding an appeal based upon a medical judgment shall be neither
the person who was consulted in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, nor that person’s subordinate.

Guardian will notify the claimant of its decision not later than 60 days after
receipt of the request for review of the adverse determination. This period
may be extended by an additional period of up to 60 days if Guardian
determines that special circumstances require an extension of the time
period for processing and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
60-day period.

A notification with respect to an extension will indicate the special
circumstances requiring an extension of the time period for review, and the
date by which the final determination will be made.

In the event Guardian denies the appeal of an adverse benefit determination,
it will:

Provide the specific reason or reasons why the appeal was denied;

Refer to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan, or other
documents on which the benefit determination is based;

Provide a statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon
request and free of charge, reasonably access to, and copies of all
documents, records, and other information relevant to the claimant’s
claim for benefits;
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In the event the adverse benefit determination is based on a medical
necessity or experimental treatment or similar exclusion or limit,
provide either an explanation of the scientific or clinical judgment for
the determination, applying the terms of the plan to the claimant’s
medical circumstances, or a statement that such explanation will be
provided free of charge upon request.

Waiver of Premium If you apply for an extension of accidental death and dismemberment
insurance benefits due to Total Disability under the Waiver of Premium
benefit under this plan, these claim procedures will apply to such request:

Timing For Initial
Benefit

Determination for
Waiver of Premium

The benefit determination period begins when a claim is received. Guardian
will make a benefit determination and notify a claimant within a reasonable
period of time, but not later than the time period shown below. A written or
electronic notification of any adverse determination must be provided.

Guardian will make a determination of whether the claimant meets the plan’s
standard for total disability not later than 45 days from the date of receipt of
a claim. This period may be extended by up to 30 days if Guardian
determines that an extension is necessary due to matters beyond the control
of the plan, and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial 45-day
period. Such notification will include the reason for the extension and a date
by which the determination will be made. If prior to the end of the 30-day
period Guardian determines that an additional extension is necessary due to
matters beyond the control of the plan, and so notifies the claimant, the time
period for making a benefit determination may be extended for up to an
additional period of up to 30 days. Such notification will include the special
circumstances requiring the extension and a date by which the final
determination will be made.

A notification of an extension to the time period in which a benefit
determination will be made will include an explanation of the standards upon
which entitlement to a benefit is based, any unresolved issues that prevent a
decision on the claim, and the additional information needed to resolve those
issues.

If Guardian extends the time period for making a benefit determination due to
a claimant’s failure to submit the information necessary to decide the claim,
the claimant will be given at least 45 days to provide the requested
information. The extension period will begin on the date on which the
claimant responds to the request for additional information.

Adverse Benefit
Determination

If a claim for an extension of benefits is denied, Guardian will provide a
notice that will set forth:

The specific reason(s) for the adverse determination;

References to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan or
other documents, on which the determination is based;

A description of any additional material or information needed to
perfect the claim, and an explanation of why such material or
information is necessary;

A description of the plan’s claim review procedures which a claimant
may follow to have a claim for benefits reviewed and the time limits
applicable to such procedures;
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A statement disclosing any internal rule, guideline, protocol or similar
criterion relied on in making the adverse benefit determination (or a
statement that such information will be provided free of charge upon
request); or a statement that no internal rule, guideline, protocol or
similar criterion was relied upon in making the adverse benefit
determination;

If applicable, an explanation of the basis of disagreement with or not
following the views presented by you, of health care professionals who
treated you and vocational professionals who evaluated you;

If applicable, an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not
following the views of any medical or vocational expert whose advice
was obtained on our behalf in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied upon in
making the determination;

If applicable, an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not
following a disability determination made by the Social Security
Administration that you present to us;

A description of the plan’s review procedures and the time limits
applicable to such procedures, including a statement of the claimant’s
right to bring a civil action under ERISA Section 502(a) following an
adverse benefit determination; and

In the case of adverse benefit determination based on medical
necessity or experimental treatment, notice will either include an
explanation of the scientific or clinical basis for the determination, or a
statement that such explanation will be provided free of charge upon
request.

B997.0368
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Appeals of Adverse
Determinations for
Waiver of Premium

If a claim for Waiver of Premium is denied, the claimant will have up to 180
days to make an appeal. Guardian will conduct a full and fair review of an
appeal which includes providing to claimants the following:

The opportunity to submit written comments, documents, records and
other information relating to the claim;

The opportunity, upon request and free of charge, for reasonable
access to, and copies of, all documents, records and other information
relevant to the claim; and

A review that takes into account all comments, documents, records
and other information submitted by the claimant relating to the claim,
without regard to whether such information was submitted or
considered in the initial benefit determination.

In reviewing an appeal, Guardian will:

Provide for a review conducted by a named fiduciary who is neither
the person who made the initial adverse determination nor that
person’s subordinate;
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In deciding an appeal based upon a medical judgment, consult with a
health care professional who has appropriate training and experience
in the field of medicine involved in the medical judgment;

Identify medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained in
connection with an adverse benefit determination; and

Ensure that a health care professional engaged for consultation
regarding an appeal based upon a medical judgment shall be neither
the person who was consulted in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, nor that person’s subordinate.

Guardian will notify the claimant of its decision not later than 45 days after
receipt of the request for review of the adverse determination. This period
may be extended by an additional period of up to 45 days if Guardian
determines that special circumstances require an extension of the time
period for processing and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
45-day period.

A notification with respect to an extension will indicate the special
circumstances requiring an extension of the time period for review, and the
date by which the final determination will be made.

In the event Guardian denies the appeal of an adverse benefit determination,
it will:

Provide the specific reason or reasons why the appeal was denied;

Refer to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan, or other
documents on which the benefit determination is based;

Provide a statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon
request and free of charge, reasonably access to, and copies of all
documents, records, and other information relevant to the claimant’s
claim for benefits;

Provide a statement disclosing any internal rule, guideline, protocol or
similar criterion relied on in making the adverse benefit determination
(or a statement that such information will be provided free of charge
upon request); or a statement that no internal rule, guideline, protocol
or similar criterion was relied upon in making the adverse benefit
determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis of disagreement with
or not following the views presented by you, of health care
professionals who treated you, and vocational professionals who
evaluated you;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following the views of any medical or vocational expert whose
advice was obtained on our behalf in connection with the adverse
benefit determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied
upon in making the determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following a disability determination made by the Social Security
Administration that you present to us;
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Provide a statement describing the claimant s right to bring a civil suit
under Section 502(a) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 which shall also describe any applicable contractual limitations
period that applies the claimant’s right to bring such an action,
including the calendar date on which the contractual limitations period
expires for the claim, and;

In the event the adverse benefit determination is based on a medical
necessity or experimental treatment or similar exclusion or limit,
provide either an explanation of the scientific or clinical judgment for
the determination, applying the terms of the plan to the claimant’s
medical circumstances, or a statement that such explanation will be
provided free of charge upon request.

Alternative Dispute
Options

The claimant and the plan may have other voluntary alternative dispute
resolution options, such as mediation. One way to find out what may be
available is to contact the local U.S Department of Labor Office and the
State insurance regulatory agency.

In addition to any legal rights you may have under section 502(a), if you
believe that we have violated ERISA’s procedural requirements, you may
request that we review any claimed violation(s) and we will respond to you
within ten days.

B997.0369
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All Options

STATEMENT OF ERISA RIGHTS

The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
7 Hanover Square

New York, New York 10004
(212) 598-8000

Your group Short Term and/or Long Term Disability Income benefits may be
covered by the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA).
If so, you are entitled to certain rights and protections under ERISA.

ERISA provides that all plan participants shall be entitled to:

Receive Information
about Your Plan and

Benefits

(a) Examine, without charge, at the plan administrator’s office and at other
specified locations, such as worksites and union halls, all documents
governing the plan, including insurance contracts and collective
bargaining agreements, and a copy of the latest annual report (Form
5500 Series) filed by the plan with the U. S. Department of Labor and
available at the Public Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration.

(b) Obtain, upon written request to the plan administrator, copies of
documents governing the operation of the plan, including insurance
contracts, collective bargaining agreements and copies of the latest
annual report (Form 5500 Series) and updated summary plan
description. The administrator may make a reasonable charge for the
copies.

(c) Receive a summary of the plan’s annual financial report. The plan
administrator is required by law to furnish each participant with a copy
of this summary annual report.

Prudent Actions by
Plan Fiduciaries

In addition to creating rights for plan participants, ERISA imposes duties upon
the people who are responsible for the operation of the employee benefit
plan. The people who operate the plan, called "fiduciaries" of the plan, have
a duty to do so prudently and in the interest of plan participants and
beneficiaries. No one, including your employer, your union, or any other
person may fire you or otherwise discriminate against you in any way to
prevent you from obtaining a welfare benefit or exercising your rights under
ERISA.

Enforcement of
Your Rights

If your claim for a welfare benefit is denied or ignored, in whole or in part,
you have a right to know why this was done, to obtain copies of documents
relating to the decision without charge, and to appeal any denial, all within
certain time schedules (see Claims Procedures below).
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Under ERISA, there are steps you can take to enforce the above rights. For
instance, if you request a copy of plan documents or the latest annual report
from the plan and do not receive them within 30 days, you may file suit in a
state or Federal court. In such a case, the court may require the plan
administrator to provide the materials and pay you up to $110.00 a day until
you receive the material, unless the materials were not sent because of
reasons beyond the control of the administrator. If you have a claim for
benefits which is denied or ignored, in whole or in part, you may file suit in a
federal court. If it should happen that plan fiduciaries misuse the plan’s
money or if you are discriminated against for asserting your rights, you may
seek assistance from the U.S. Department of Labor, or you may file suit in a
Federal court. The court will decide who should pay court costs and legal
fees. If you are successful, the court may order the person you sued to pay
these costs and fees. If you lose, the court may order you to pay these costs
and fees, for example, if it finds that your claim is frivolous.

Assistance with
Questions

If you have questions about the plan, you should contact the plan
administrator. If you have questions about this statement or about your rights
under ERISA, or if you need assistance in obtaining documents from the plan
administrator, you should contact the nearest office of the Employee Benefits
Security Administration, U.S. Department of Labor listed in your telephone
directory or the Employee Benefits Security Administration, U.S. Department
of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue N.W., Washington D.C. 20210. You may
also obtain certain publications about your rights and responsibilities under
ERISA by calling the publications hotline of the Employee Benefits Security
Administration.

Disability Benefits
Claims Procedure

If you seek benefits under the plan you should complete, execute and submit
a claim form. Claim forms and instructions for filing claims may be obtained
from The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America (hereinafter
referenced as Guardian).

Guardian is the Claims Fiduciary with discretionary authority to interpret and
construe the terms of the Policy, the Certificate, the Schedule of Benefits,
and any riders, or other documents or forms that may be attached to the
Certificate or the Policy, and any other plan documents. Guardian has
discretionary authority to determine eligibility for benefits and coverage under
those documents. Guardian has the right to secure independent professional
healthcare advice and to require such other evidence as needed to decide
your claim.

In addition to the basic claim procedure explained in your certificate,
Guardian will also observe the procedures listed below. These procedures
are the minimum requirements for benefit claims procedures of employee
benefit plans covered by Title 1 of ERISA.

Definitions "Adverse determination" means any denial, reduction or termination of a
benefit or failure to provide or make payment (in whole or in part) for a
benefit.

Timing for Initial
Benefit

Determination

The benefit determination period begins when a claim is received. Guardian
will make a benefit determination and notify a claimant within a reasonable
period of time, but not later than the maximum time period shown below. A
written or electronic notification of any adverse benefit determination must be
provided.
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Guardian will provide a benefit determination not later than 45 days from the
date of receipt of a claim. This period may be extended by up to 30 days if
Guardian determines that an extension is necessary due to matters beyond
the control of the plan, and so notifies the claimant before the end of the
initial 45-day period. Such notification will include the reason for the
extension and a date by which the determination will be made. If prior to the
end of the 30-day period Guardian determines that an additional extension is
necessary due to matters beyond the control of the plan, and so notifies the
claimant, the time period for making a benefit determination may be extended
for up to an additional period of up to 30 days. Such notification will include
the special circumstances requiring the extension and a date by which the
final determination will be made.

A notification of an extension to the time period in which a benefit
determination will be made will include an explanation of the standards upon
which entitlement to a benefit is based, any unresolved issues that prevent a
decision of the claim, and the additional information needed to resolve those
issues.

If Guardian extends the time period for making a benefit determination due to
a claimant’s failure to submit information necessary to decide the claim, the
claimant will be given at least 45 days to provide the requested information.
The extension period will begin on the date on which the claimant responds
to the request for additional information.

B997.0370

Adverse Benefit
Determination

If a claim is denied, Guardian will provide a notice that will set forth:

The specific reason(s) for the adverse determination;

References to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan or
other documents, on which the determination is based;

A description of any additional material or information necessary to
perfect the claim and an explanation of why such material or
information is necessary;

A description of the plan’s claim review procedures which a claimant
may follow to have a claim for benefits reviewed and the time limits
applicable to such procedures;

A statement disclosing any internal rule, guideline, protocol or similar
criterion relied on in making the adverse benefit determination (or a
statement that such information will be provided free of charge upon
request); or a statement that no internal rule, guideline, protocol or
similar criterion was relied upon in making the adverse benefit
determination;

If applicable, an explanation of the basis of disagreement with or not
following the views presented by you, of health care professionals who
treated you and vocational professionals who evaluated you;

If applicable, an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not
following the views of any medical or vocational expert whose advice
was obtained on our behalf in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied upon in
making the determination;
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If applicable, an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with or not
following a disability determination made by the Social Security
Administration that you present to us;

A description of the plan’s review procedures and the time limits
applicable to such procedures, including a statement of the claimant’s
right to bring a civil action under ERISA Section 502(a) following an
adverse benefit determination on appeal, and;

In the case of an adverse benefit determination based on medical
necessity or experimental treatment, notice will either include an
explanation of the scientific or clinical basis for the determination, or a
statement that such explanation will be provided free of charge upon
request.

Appeal of Adverse
Benefit

Determinations

If a claim is wholly or partially denied, the claimant will have up to 180 days
to make an appeal. Guardian will conduct a full and fair review of an appeal
which includes providing to claimants the following:

The opportunity to submit written comments, documents, records and
other information relating to the claim;

The opportunity, upon request and free of charge, for reasonable
access to, and copies of, all documents, records and other information
relevant to the claim; and

A review that takes into account all comments, documents, records
and other information submitted by the claimant relating to the claim,
without regard to whether such information was submitted or
considered in the initial benefit determination.

In reviewing an appeal, Guardian will:

Provide for a review conducted by a named fiduciary who is neither
the person who made the initial adverse determination nor that
person’s subordinate;

In deciding an appeal based upon a medical judgment, consult with a
health care professional who has appropriate training and experience
in the field of medicine involved in the medical judgment;

Identify medical or vocational experts whose advice was obtained in
connection with an adverse benefit determination; and

Ensure that a health care professional engaged for consultation
regarding an appeal based upon a medical judgment shall be neither
the person who was consulted in connection with the adverse benefit
determination, nor that person’s subordinate.

Guardian will notify the claimant of its decision not later than 45 days after
receipt of the request for review of the adverse determination. This period
may be extended by an additional period of up to 45 days if Guardian
determines that special circumstances require an extension of the time
period for processing and so notifies the claimant before the end of the initial
45-day period.

A notification with respect to an extension will indicate the special
circumstances requiring an extension of the time period for review, and the
date by which the final determination will be made.



00440680/00015.0/ /T27693/9999/0001 P.21

In the event Guardian denies the appeal of an adverse benefit determination,
it will:

Provide the specific reason or reasons why the appeal was denied;

Refer to the specific provisions in the Policy, Certificate, plan, or other
documents on which the benefit determination is based;

Provide a statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon
request and free of charge, reasonably access to, and copies of all
documents, records, and other information relevant to the claimant’s
claim for benefits;

Provide a statement disclosing any internal rule, guideline, protocol or
similar criterion relied on in making the adverse benefit determination
(or a statement that such information will be provided free of charge
upon request); or a statement that no internal rule, guideline, protocol
or similar criterion was relied upon in making the adverse benefit
determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis of disagreement with
or not following the views presented by you, of health care
professionals who treated you, and vocational professionals who
evaluated you;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following the views of any medical or vocational expert whose
advice was obtained on our behalf in connection with the adverse
benefit determination, without regard to whether the advice was relied
upon in making the determination;

If applicable, provide an explanation of the basis for disagreeing with
or not following a disability determination made by the Social Security
Administration that you present to us;

Provide a statement describing the claimant’s right to bring a civil suit
under Section 502(a) of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 which shall also describe any applicable contractual limitations
period that applies the claimant’s right to bring such an action,
including the calendar date on which the contractual limitations period
expires for the claim, and;
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In the event the adverse benefit determination is based on a medical
necessity or experimental treatment or similar exclusion or limit,
provide either an explanation of the scientific or clinical judgment for
the determination, applying the terms of the plan to the claimant’s
medical circumstances, or a statement that such explanation will be
provided free of charge upon request.

Alternative Dispute
Options

The claimant and the plan may have other voluntary alternative dispute
resolution options, such as mediation. One way to find out what may be
available is to contact the local U.S Department of Labor Office and the
State insurance regulatory agency.

In addition to any legal rights you may have under section 502(a), if you
believe that we have violated ERISA’s procedural requirements, you may
request that we review any claimed violation(s) and we will respond to you
within ten days.

B997.0371



YOUR BENEFITS INFORMATION - ANYTIME, ANYWHERE

www.GuardianAnytime.com

Insured employees and their dependents can access helpful, secure
information about their Guardian benefits(s) online at:

GuardianAnytime.com - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Anytime, anywhere you have an internet connection you will be able to:

Review your benefits

Look up coverage amounts

Check the status of a claim

Print forms and plan materials

And so much more!

To register, go to www.GuardianAnytime.com
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